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SUBJECT: Treatment of Incone fromCertain Senior Citizen
Prograns for Public Assistance, Medical Assistance
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DI STRI BUTI ON: I ncone Mai ntenance Directors
Food Stanp Directors
Medi cal Assistance Directors
Staf f Devel opnent Coordi nators
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Medi cal Assistance - Eligibility Representative at
ext ensi on 3-7581;
in New York City (212) 587-4853
Food Stamps - County Representative at extension

4-9225
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The purpose of this release is to clarify current policy regarding the
treat ment, for public assistance, Medi cal Assistance and food stanp
purposes, of payments received by participants in certain volunteer and
enpl oyment prograns for senior citizens. These prograns, and the treatnent
of incone fromthem are sunmarized as foll ows:

1. Vol unteer prograns under Title 11 of P.L. 93-113 (Donestic
Vol unteer Services Act of 1973): Included are the retired senior
vol unteer, foster grandparent, senior conpanion and senior health
ai de prograns. These prograns, which are often adninistered by

Ofices for the Aging or ACTION agencies, were fornerly operated
under the dder Anericans Act of 1965 (P.L. 89-73). Vol unt eer
partici pants are age sixty or older and nay receive stipends,
al | owances or reinbursenents for expenses incurred.

Paynments received from prograns under Title Il of the Donestic
Vol unt eer Services Act are exenpt and di sregarded when determ ning
eligibility and benefit anount for both public assistance and food
st anps. These paynents are also disregarded in determning
eligibility for all categories of Medical Assistance.

2. Vol unteer prograns established under Title IIl of P.L. 93-113:
(These prograns were noved to Section 8(b)(1) of the Small Business
Act by P.L. 95-510.) Included are the Service Corps of Retired
Executives (SCORE) and the Active Corps of Executives (ACE)

Partici pants in these programs volunteer their business and
managenent expertise, and nmay receive rei nbursenent for expenses
i ncurred.

Paynments nade to SCORE and ACE volunteers are exenpt and
di sregarded for purposes of determi ning both public assistance and
food stanp eligibility and degree of need. These paynents are al so
di sregarded in deternining eligibility for Mdical Assistance.

3. Enpl oyment prograns under Title V of the dder Anmericans Act:
Senior Conmunity Service Enploynment Prograns (SCSEP): These
prograns are operated by the NYS or County Offices for the Aging,
Green Thunb Inc. (Cortl and, NY) , or local affiliates of the

Nati onal Council on Aging, National Council of Senior Citizens,
American Association of Retired Persons or National Urban League.
Enpl oyees under SCSEP are age 55 or older and |owincone. They

generally work part-tine at mnimumwage in public or private, non-
profit comunity service jobs.

For public assistance and Medical Assistance purposes, Title V
(SCSEP) incone is not exenmpt and should be budgeted as earned
i ncone.

For food stanp purposes, SCSEP incone is excluded.
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4, Enmpl oynent under NYS Green Thunb: The State-funded Green Thunb
program is adm nistered t hr ough Green Thunb Envi ronnent al

Beauti ficati on, I nc. (Hobart, NY). State Green Thunb program
enpl oyees work part-time at mininum wage providing contracted
servi ces in State facilities for the NYS Departnents of
Transportation, Par ks and Recreati on and Envi ronnent al

Conser vati on.

For public assistance, Medical Assistance and food stanp purposes,
NYS Green Thunb wages are not exenpt and should be budgeted as
ear ned i ncone.

Questions regarding the statutory authority and fundi ng source under which a
specific senior citizen volunteer or enploynent programis operated can
often be resolved by contacting the local office or organization which
adm nisters the program Questions regardi ng public assistance, Medica
Assi stance or food stanp programtreatnent of incone from such prograns nay
be directed to the contact persons listed. The clarifications contained in
this transmittal wll be included in a future update of the Public
Assi st ance Source Book (PASB).

Jo- Ann Costanti no Gscar R Best, Jr.
Deputy Conm ssi oner Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Di vi sion of Medical Assistance Di vi sion of | ncone M ntenance



